	Costing and Pricing - Update May 2004
JCPSG Email Bulletin - Update

There continues to be very good progress re. the JCPSG programme to embed costing and pricing processes within HEIs.

The Volume III TRAC Guidance Manual: Full economic costs of projects has been issued to HEIs. See www.jcpsg.ac.uk. Please contact David Oteng, HEFCE Corporate Communications for further copies.

Copies of the slides used by J M Consulting Ltd for the launch of the Manual in March 2004 may be downloaded from www.jcpsg.ac.uk.

JCPSG has now contracted with J M Consulting Ltd to provide the following support arrangements:
(1)a help-desk facility to provide technical support on the requirements of the TRAC Manual Volume III. The help-desk will accept enquries by phone, email or in writing and is available from 1 April 2004 to 30 September 2005 (Melanie Burdett at J M Consulting Ltd; Glenthorne House, 20 Henbury Road, Westbury on Trym, Bristol BS9 3HJ).
(2) a series of half-day policy conferences for Vice-Chancellors, Pro-Vice-Chancellors, Directors of Finance and Research Support Directors which will focus on the wider issues arising from the full economic costing methods such as pricing, cultural change and sustainability. See www.jcpsg.ac.uk for further details.

The April JCPSG Newsletter is now online. See www.jcpsg.ac.uk.

Highlights in this issue include:
- Pricing based on market analysis
- Guidance re. full economic costing
- Treasury confirms government must pay full economic costs of research commissioned from HEIs
- Support for implementing project costing
- Update on IS and Estates case studies
- Developing costing and financial reporting for HEI activity
- Training courses
- News from the regions
- Contracting of non-medical education and training between the NHS and HEIs

Quality assurance of TRAC implementation has now commenced. See www.hefce.ac.uk for further details.

Details of the costing methodology which may be used for ESF projects may be found on www.jcpsg.ac.uk.

The BUFDG Training and Development Group has organised a number of training courses and seminars relating to costing and pricing issues and details of presentations made on courses relating to "Research Funding", "Introduction to TRAC" and "Software for Costing and Pricing" may be found on bufdg.niss.ac.uk.

Future courses include "Management Reporting in Higher Education", 9 June 2004 and "Getting value from financial systems", 1 July 2004. Details may be found on bufdg.niss.ac.uk.

Groups are continuing to meet frequently with meetings of the NW Colleges, N W Universities, Southern, Welsh, Scottish, London and Northern and Scottish Medical groups meeting over the next 2 months. If you wish to find out more about these groups, please contact the National Co-ordinator for details.

Recent regional conferences on costing and pricing have been held in Newcastle for the N E HEIs and in Sheffield for HEIs in Yorkshire and Humber. These well-attended courses have continued to stimulate interest in the regions for JCPSG'S work.

Analysis of 2002-03 TRAC data has now been issued. See www.hefce.ac.uk for further details.

If you have any questions on the work of JCPSG please do not hesitate to contact me.

John Newton
National Co-ordinator for Costing and Pricing
Joint Costing and Pricing Steering Group (JCPSG)
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Forum for senior academics responsible for engineering teaching and research in higher education.

[image: image4.png]






