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Introduction
Nationally applications to read Engineering at University have been declining throughout the last decade but in the last two years this trend has somewhat reversed. However industry desperately needs more professionally qualified engineers if the UK is to improve its economic growth and ability to innovate in high technology markets.

Engineering Higher Education is rightly proud of the graduates that it produces and whilst some of these are inevitably attracted to professions other than engineering this merely serves to show that an engineering education is sufficiently rigorous and broad to be attractive to all companies who have a need for analytical, numerate, methodical and disciplined graduates.

Employment destinations
What happens to engineering graduates? The latest figures published by ECuk (www.engc.org.uk; Digest of Engineering Statistics 2003-4), show that in 2001, 62% of engineering graduates were in full time employment compared with only 56% of all graduates. Analysis of the University of Durham statistics for 2003 graduates in engineering show that 70.2% were in full time employment and another 6% were employed part time. At least 63% of those employed were in engineering posts. It is possible that up to another 16% could be in engineering work as they were employed in "property development and related industries". Financial services accounted only for about 6% of the Durham engineering graduates in 2003. The ECuk survey showed that almost twice as many engineering graduates were working in professional posts than the all-graduate population. The report concludes that graduate engineers are more likely to start their careers as technical specialists and only move to management later in their careers.

Salary and standing
Are engineering graduates badly paid on entering the profession? The ECuk data would suggest that this was not the case. Engineers were earning 29% more than the typical graduate salary and top-earning engineers' salaries were comparable with top salaries for all graduates suggesting that the overall higher salaries were not due to a small number of exceptionally well paid people.

From Durham University's graduate survey (2003), Engineering graduates starting salaries (all jobs), were 6% higher than graduates from all subjects entering finance based jobs. Engineers who were employed in engineering jobs earned 11% more than the average salary of all graduates entering finance based jobs and engineers entering finance based jobs earned 39% more than all graduates entering finance based jobs. On all counts engineering graduates seem to do well in terms of starting salary.

Interestingly, in the ECuk Digest of Engineering Statistics, 2003-4, Chart 5.3 shows what is now rather old data of 1996 salaries of 1985 graduates and this shows that Chartered Engineers at that time earned more than accountants. However in the national figures for 2003, accountancy had again exceeded engineering starting salaries by about 16%.

Conclusions
In trying to explain the lack of popularity of engineering courses to applicants for University places, we need to look further than the simple metric of salary on graduation. Whilst engineering salaries seem to be very comparable with accountancy salaries, their relative positions seem to vary from year to year and from region to region. It is still the case, however, that engineering graduates earn more than many other more popular subjects studied at university. It is the EPC view, therefore, that there are two main problems in recruiting students to university engineering courses. One is the lack of popularity of mathematics in schools and the other is that the standing of professional engineers still lags behind that of scientists and the medical profession. The question of parity, in terms of such standing, is dealt with in a separate briefing note.
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Scientists investigate what is... Engineers create what has never been.
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