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Think about the future

Microsoft’s involvement in academia is geared to helping everyone, not pushing products, explains Dr Andrew Sithers, Microsoft.

Over the past thirty years the increasing use of computers in the UK has lead to significant changes in society and academia is no exception. The students you now teach are involved in a subject that has ICT intimately involved in its makeup. What’s more, the world they enter into after graduating will, of course, be even more driven by the use of technology.

As we live in a technological world it is therefore vital that students have the best experience of IT. Microsoft products form a part of this landscape and therefore we want to contribute to this. However, there is no Microsoft equivalent of the Coca-Cola machines in the hallways on campus. We realise that it is better for everyone if we work with British Universities in association with those who understand them best – yourselves.

We provide a variety of resources for computing, systems and engineering departments through the MSDNAA – the Microsoft Developer Network Academic Alliance. The alliance works with faculties to help meet the demands that teaching and learning places on tutors and students.

We realise that to do this properly, piecemeal access to our software would not be appropriate. Therefore, in providing a proper alliance with academia, more or less the entire Microsoft portfolio is covered by this initiative. This includes for example our multi-language development tool, Visual Studio .NET 2003 - available for free.

We then work with individuals to support this initiative and work in partnership with faculties to help them get the most out of our software. We offer code samples, MSDN access, curriculum content and other teaching materials. There are also private newsgroups for tutors that help them share knowledge with other teaching staff.

Students receive similar support in the shape of free software from the MSDNAA. We also offer further reduced cost software through the student editions of our software, sold through vendors such as Amazon and the website, www.studentoptions.com. Here students can sign in with their Athens account and download software at a huge 80% discounted rate.

We’re moving towards giving students the tools to collaborate and learn from each other – regardless of location. We now host out own free student technology community, www.thespoke.net. This year, members of theSpoke Premium also receive a free copy of Visual Studio .NET, which would usually retail for a full price of £300.

Above all, the support we offer UK universities is about providing great technology and tools to help you achieve academic excellence, and provides your students with a broad, real-world knowledge base. By signing up to the MSDNAA and ensuring that students take advantage of the discounts we offer, you are helping facilitate the contribution that software can bring to 21st century teaching.

We hope that you are interested in supporting us in this and if you’re interested in learning more, visit either http://www.microsoft.com/uk/academia/ or http://www.microsoft.com/uk/academia/msdnaa/.
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