	Top-up Fees - EPC Response, March 2004
Statement on "Top-up Fees"

1. EPC welcomes the long-overdue and public recognition by the Government, of the very serious shortfall in University funding. EPC wishes to stress, however, that the additional funding currently being indicated by Government through top-up fees, falls far short of establishing any long-term solution to the funding gap.

2. This funding gap is felt particularly acutely in engineering. Degree programmes and research activities in engineering are inherently high-cost, in terms of both capital and recurrent expenditure. Recent analysis by HEFCE has demonstrated that most Universities are using some of the funding allocated for engineering to support other subjects, thus exacerbating the problem. We believe that HEI Engineering Departments have a vitally important role in improving the quality of life and creating wealth in the UK. Whilst this importance has been acknowledged by Government, it cannot be sustained in the current funding climate. It is imperative that Government takes immediate action to increase the provision of funding per student being provided by the Treasury to Engineering Faculties in UK Higher Education Institutions

3. EPC notes that the Government has declared engineering to be an area of skills shortage. This shortage is under review by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister for Construction. It is not in the national interest to provide disincentives such as incurring substantial debts to students registering to study in engineering. The Government, working with the HEI sector, should put in place incentives encouraging more students to take Engineering degrees.
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