Update on the Advanced Diploma in Engineering
The new 14-19 Diploma in Engineering was launched in September 2008. 
To enable students to progress from this diploma into Higher Education, the EPC worked in collaboration with a number of other key stake holders to develop an appropriate mathematics course broadly equivalent to A level mathematics to be available as a study option. This new course – OCR Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics for Engineering – was accredited by the QCA in June 2008. See the Diploma Catalogue for full details at:
http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualification/50041368.seo.aspx 

The course is backed up by exemplars illustrating how each of the topics covered may be  applied in the world of engineering. These exemplars have been developed in conjunction with a wide range of industrial companies including Thales, Rolls Royce and JCB. They are being added to regularly at:

http://www.raeng.org.uk/education/diploma/maths/default.htm 

Professor Matthew Harrison of the Royal Academy of Engineering said recently:

“With this new maths course we know with confidence that young engineers can continue their education at a wide range of universities. I fully expect them to excel in their studies having spent up to four years studying engineering before they ever set foot in a university lecture theatre.”   
Professor Fred Maillardet who chaired the Task Group which developed the certificate said:
“Right from the beginning we’ve looked to the new diploma to bridge the so-called academic/vocational divide to produce practical men and women who can combine academic rigour with vocational learning. This is what real engineering is all about! This new maths course, the result of close cooperation across the engineering community and supported by the growing range of exemplar material, now brings that vision within sight.” 
Although it is too early to know the numbers opting to study the Maths for Engineering certificate in this first year, the applied orientation and the overall coverage of topics relevant to engineering has won praise from other diploma lines such as the Construction and Built Environment Diploma. The supporting exemplars are also being held up as an example of how an industrial and commercial community can actively support the development of appropriate qualifications.
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