Engineering Professors’ Council

Notes from the meeting with Phil Willis MP

Thursday 16th March
EPC were represented by Professors Unsworth, Allen, Banks, Gardner and Maillardet and Mrs Martland

Topics discussed

Engineering Manpower

PW agreed with EPC on the need for additional engineering manpower if Government projects such as the Olympics and the Northern Way were to succeed.

Science and Technology Committee

He was emphatic that he saw the Science and Technology committee’s remit including engineering.  Though he resisted ideas of changing the name to make this clear.

Funding 

He thought and EPC agreed that the labour Government had put a good deal of extra money into science.  As yet the outputs, which had been achieved with the extra science monies had not been looked at.

On the comprehensive Spending Review he expected that it would be at best neutral for Higher Education, though he thought that it was likely that there would be some rearrangement of monies towards Knowledge Transfer Activities.  In future it was likely that such funds would be distributed via EPSRC rather than via the DTI.

Regional Development Agencies

We talked about the roles of the RDAs and the wide variation that there seemed to be between different ones and the ways in which they operated and linked with their local universities.

Bologna.  

He recognised the problem and thought that the Government was being very complacent about it.  He recognised that we were now out of step with the rest of Europe.

School Teaching of Mathematics and Science.   

PW had considerable experience as a Head-teacher and shared our concerns about the teaching of Mathematics and Physics.  He recognised the issue of students acquiring ‘mathematical fluency’.  He still regretted the fact that the Tomlinson proposals had not been adopted.  

He thought that there should be investment in new ways of teaching to make mathematics and science more accessible.

Careers Advice in Schools

He agreed with us that there needed to be better advice about engineering careers and opportunities in science.  He welcomed the advent of TESS as a way of co-ordinating the multiplicity of initiatives.

UCAS Tariff System

His committee were keen to see some changes made in the UCAS Tariff system to reflect the fact that some subjects were much harder than others.  This was likely to give extra points for STEM subjects.

Two Year Degrees

He felt that it was likely that by 2008 there would be pressure to have two year degrees with much longer tuition periods; however he recognised that this could not be done so easily with science and technology courses.

GCSE Science Syllabus

He welcomed the new Science syllabus which would start in 2006 (first examinations in 2008) which he felt was likely to increase students’ enthusiasm for science and should lead to larger numbers continuing to A level.

Purpose of Education and Role of Universities

He was interested in looking at the whole area of what education was for and what it was trying to achieve.  

Whilst he was interested in our comments on the adverse effects of the RAE and its effect on the balance between teaching and research in our universities he wanted to know what we would want to see replace the RAE.

Vision for Engineering

He felt that there was a great need for a vision for UK Engineering encapsulated in a short policy document to gain maximum impact.

There was also a need for a champion for Engineering who could play the same sort of role that Lord Winston was playing for science.

